THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN QATAR

The Church of the Epiphany and The Anglican Centre

IMPORTANT
Dear Leaders of Guest Churches in the Anglican Centre,
2 March 2020
Greetings. We wanted to be in communication with you regarding the news of the recent
cases of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) reported here in Qatar. First of all, we need to be praying
for those who have contracted the virus, for God’s protection and healing.
Secondly, while we realize that it seems that the cases in Qatar are closely contained, we have
decided to implement some important precautionary and safeguarding measures at the
Anglican Centre.
General Guidelines
Everyone is strongly encouraged to read through and follow Qatar’s Public Health guidelines,
which are attached to this letter. It is important for all of us to follow these recommendations
for our own protection.
New Safety Measures for the Anglican Centre
In addition to us all following the Public Health safety measures, we are implanting some new
procedures for the Anglican Centre, which include:
•
•
•
•
•

We are communicating with all the congregations that meet on our property as to the
precautionary measures they should implement.
We will put hand sanitizers in all the toilets in the Anglican Centre, and are encouraging
you to ask everyone in your congregation to use them during their services times.
We are asking you to please discourage those in your congregations with coughs and
colds from attending your worship services.
All our Anglican Centre staff will be wearing protective gear – face masks, gloves and
each will have their own personal hand sanitizer container to use.
Please know we inviting one of our doctors to provide an informal awareness session with
our staff, to cover best-practice at this time as to working with the weekend worshipping
crowds.

New Recommended Safety Measures at your Congregation
• We seek to maintain excellent hygiene at all levels, including, the ministers and anyone
assisting in worship to wash their hands and using alcohol-based hand-sanitizer,
especially before serving Holy Communion.
•

For the time being, instead of shaking hands when we are
altogether, we encourage you to follow the beautiful practice of
our Indian brothers and sisters, and greet each other by putting
hands pressed together, palms touching and fingers pointing
upwards, with a slight bow.
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•

If in your tradition for Holy Communion you drink from a Common Cup, we strongly
encourage you to suspend this practice at this time. Other options are the use of small
individual cups for each communicant, or using the common practice referred to as
‘intinction’ – when the consecrated bread is dipped into the wine/grape juice. NOTE:
Some churches in the Gulf have decided to only distribute the Bread during Holy
Communion at this time.

•

Again, please discouraged your members with coughs and colds from coming to
church at this time.

Thank you for assisting us as we seek to follow these guidelines and implement these new
measures. Also, we request your prayers at this time for all the medical professionals in our
world that are working to both contain and minimalize the virus’ impact, implement the best
treatment possible for those infected, and work on a vaccine.
Meanwhile, we continue to hold each other up in prayer as well during these extraordinary
days.
All God’s best to each of you.
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